
PERMISSIBLE COI'{i{UNICATI0NS lN THE CITIZENS RADIO SERVICE

Your ottention is colled to Port 
.l9, 

Citizens Rodio Service, of the Commission's Rules regording

thetype of communicotions thot cre permiited by licensees of Citizens Rodio stciicns. Sections 19.1,

19.2(o), ond 
.l9.51 

of these Rules clecrly indicote thot the Citizens Radio Service is for PVIVATE

SHORT-DISTANCI: RADIOCOMMANICATIONS BETWEEN UNITS OF THE SAME STATION OR OTTIEII

STA'I'IONS LICENSED IN THIS SERVICE, LIVIITED TA THE MINIMAM PRACTICABLE TEANS-

IIISSION I'IME .

The informction required by ltem 9 of FCC Fornr 505 must show speci.fi'catl,? in connection with

whot business oi- other octivity rodio is to be usedond the Jurposeond mcnnerof such use. lt musi be

remembered ihot siotions in this service cre licensed to ful'ill o defini,te need for communications i'n

connect'ion with business or personal actiait'ies.

The Commission's monitoring stotions ore continuing to detect violotions of the Citizens Rcdio

Service Rules ond are issuing lorge numbers of citoti<-.,,,s to licensees. The violoiions ciied foll

moinly into two lcrge qroups -- off-frequency operation ond the use of Citizens Rcdio Service stctions

for communicctions which ore not permissible under the rules.

PERMISSTBLE COMMUNICATIONS: Most cilotions for rmproper use result frcm the misioken

beiiei thot the Citizens Rodio Service (pcrlicuicrly tle Cicss D siotl'on) is i-imffi To-TheAmoTeG--*--

Rcdio Service rvith respect to permissible comrnunicciions cnd thoi certoin omoteur-type communi-

coiions (such cs cclling CQ, contocf ing distonl stotions for the sole purpose of tolking to someone

thci fcr owoy/ tronsmittinq merely for the cmusement of the operotor, rodio experimentation ond on-

rhe-oir discussions of rodio equipment, eic.) ore permitted. Nothing i's further from the truth.

Closs A, Closs B, cnd Closs D stotions cre culhorized to communicate primarily with other unils of

the same stati.on, cnd secondorily with units of oiher stotions in the Citizens Rodio Service only

when necessary lor the exchonge ol substarrti,ae messoges reloted io the business or personcl cctivi-

ties of both the licensees concerned. Porogroph (c) of Section 19.61 stotes, with certoin minor ex-

ceptions, thoi "...no stction in this service sholl be used for the trcnsmission of cny communicction

or signol other thon ihose concerning the business octivities or personcl offoirs of the licensee...".

Accordingly, except in emergencies, o l.icensee may nor normclly use hrs stotion to tronsmit messcges

for other persons (not even routine messoges for his employer) regcrdless of whether or not cny com-

pensotion is received for such use.

F EDERAL COMIv1UNICAT IONS COMMISSION
Sofety ond Speciol Rodio Services Bureou
Woshington 25, D" C.

The Citizens Rodio Service wcs set up by the Commission on o requlor bcsis

time frequencies were mode cvciloble only in ihe 460-470 Mc bond' Lcter, one

27.255 Mc, wcs mode ovoiloble for conirol (not communicctions) purposes only- ln

two newqroups of frequencies (one group for control purposes ond the otherfor voice

were mcde ovoiloble. However, control stotions cre licensed cs "Clcss C" cnd

"Closs D" No chcnges were mcde in ihe scope of permissible communicotions.
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The new frequencies were set up in o bond formerly ossigned to the Amoteur Rodio Service in

the 27 Mc region. For this reoson it seems likely thot the former ossociotion of these frequencies

with the Amoteur Rodio Service is portly responsible for the misunderstondings regcrding the use of

Closs D stotions. However, persons desiring to pursue rodiocommunicotion os c hobby should refer

to Port l2 of the Commission's Rules ond should opply for o license in the Amoteur Rodio Service.

Licensees should remember thot:

The Citizens Rcdio Service wos set up to provide for the rodiocommunicotion

needs of the citizens of the United Stotes much on the some bosis os o porty-line

telephone, ond Citizens Rodio stotions must be used with the some considerotion

for other users.

Emeroency communicotions hcve priorrty.

The Anreleur Rodio Service is ovciloble to all citizens of the United Siotes

who ore interested enough io quclify themselves -- cnd the knowledge ond code

skills required to obtcin o Novice Clcss "hom" license ore eosily ocquired.

Citizens Rcdio, properly used, is o voluoble communicotions tooi for the pro-

fessioncl mon (such cs the doctor ond the engineer), the smcll businessmon, cnd

the ploin citizen. lmproperly used, itconbemode worthless to everyone beccuse

of excess ive inierference.

Continued violoiions. of the rules will result in license revocotion ond loss of
o I I operot inq pr iv i leges.

DON'T PUT YOUR CITIZENS RADIO TRANSMITTFR ON THE AIR UNLESS
YOU HAVE A MESSAGE WHICH YOU wnn TO SEND.

It is the licensee's responsibility to see thot his equipment is oi olltimes
operot ing in occordonce with the Cit izens Rod io Serv ice Rules. Off -frequency

operotion con be guorded ogoinst by hoving meosurements mode by o service engi-
neer or other person who hcs the proper frequency-meosuring equipment ond the
skill required to use it. How oftenthis need be done depends upon the equipment
used. Some equipment mcy require doily checks, whereos more stcble equipment
moy not require frequency checks for periods os long os six months.

DON'T TAMPER WITH THE EQUIPMENT. A licensed commerciol operotor
of on oppropriote clcss is required for ony odiustments thct might offect the proper-

operotion of the stotion. (See Section 19.71).

(COPTES OF THI/S BULLETIN CANNOT BE SUPPLIEP ,N QUANI ffY: HOWEyER, ,r MAy BE REpRODUCE D tN WHOLE

OR 
'N 

PART BY ANYONE 
'NTERESTED.)
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